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Abstract: This research was concerned to know the effectiveness of retelling 
story in improving students’ ability in speaking to the eighth grade students of 
SMP PGRI 4 Pontianak. The researcher found students have limitations in 
speaking English because students are not accustomed to speaking in English. 
One of the reason is the teachers do not provide enough opportunities for students 
to practice speaking. Retelling story is conveying events in words, images and 
sounds, often by improvisation. This technique can help teacher provide 
opportunities for students to practice. The method of this research was pre-
experimental research. The researcher measured the improvement of students’ 
speaking ability by collecting the data through performance test. The result of the 
mean score of the students’ pre-test was 63.28. While the students’ mean score of 
post-test after the treatment was 73.20. In addition, based on the computation of t-
test was higher than t-table (3.92>2.063). It showed that the alternative hypothesis 
was accepted and the null hypothesis was rejected. In other words, retelling story 
in improving students’ ability in speaking is effective. 
Keywords: Speaking Ability, retelling story, pre-experimental 
Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui efektivitas teknik 
menceritakan ulang dalam meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam berbicara 
untuk siswa kelas delapan SMP PGRI 4 Pontianak. Peneliti menemukan siswa 
memiliki keterbatasan dalam berbahasa Inggris karena siswa tidak terbiasa 
berbicara dalam bahasa Inggris. Salah satu alasannya adalah guru tidak 
memberikan kesempatan yang cukup bagi siswa untuk berlatih berbicara. 
Menceritakan ulang adalah menyampaikan peristiwa dengan kata-kata, gambar 
dan suara yang seringkali dilakukan dengan improvisasi. Teknik ini dapat 
membantu guru memberikan kesempatan bagi siswa untuk berlatih. Metode 
dalam penelitian ini adalah penelitian pre-eksperimental. Peneliti mengukur 
peningkatan kemampuan berbicara siswa dengan mengumpulkan data melalui tes 
performa. Hasil skor rata-rata pre-test siswa adalah 63,28. Sementara nilai rata-
rata siswa dari post-test setelah treatment adalah 73,20. Selain itu, berdasarkan 
perhitungan t-tes lebih tinggi dari t-tabel (3,92> 2,063). Hal ini menunjukkan 
bahwa hipotesis alternatif diterima dan hipotesis nol ditolak. Dengan kata lain, 
cerita menceritakan kembali dalam meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam 
berbicara efektif. 
Kata kunci: kemampuan berbicara, menceritakan ulang, pre-experimental 
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n studying English, students should be able to speak well, but some teachers do 
not provide enough opportunities for students to practice speaking. Of course 
this is contrary to the goal of making students able to speak well. Therefore, 
teachers need to pay attention in class learning activities carried out so that 
students have the opportunity to practice speaking. Teacher can give opportunity 
for students to speak in monologue like story telling or speech. It makes them 
have opportunity to speak up and be accustomed to speaking in classroom. Before 
asking students to give oral presentation, teacher needs to give students sometime 
to prepare themselves. 
Based on the researcher’s observation in SMP PGRI 4 Pontianak, the 
researcher found students speak less in the classroom so teaching and learning 
conditions are less communicative. Students’ limitations in the ability to speak is 
caused by students are not accustomed to speaking in English. The teacher does 
not carry out an activity which provided opportunities for students to practicing 
speaking English in classroom. When students are less interested in learning, they 
will tend to be passive and not pay attention so as not to participate in learning 
activities. Therefore, teachers need to stimulate students’ interest to participate in 
the activity of teaching and learning. 
Based on the standard competence of English speaking in High School 
syllabus, the students are supposed to be able to express the meaning in functional 
oral text and simple short monologue in narrative text to interact with others. One 
of requirement in teaching learning process is to make students able to do simple 
short monologue with narrative text. One of the reasons the student are unable to 
speak in English well because they lack of opportunities to speak in front of the 
class. Therefore, teachers should use particular techniques that make students 
have opportunity to speak in front of the class. 
Retelling story technique was chosen by the researcher because with 
retelling story, students will have opportunity to speak English in the classroom. 
Beside that, retelling story is something that is often done in the life of students. 
Although it was previously performed with Bahasa, it can train students to 
improve their ability to speak. As Cambourne (1988) states that retelling text 
enhances the oral development of young learner by encouraging them to detect 
the elements of fiction or non-fiction. Besides that, retelling story can train 
students’ bravery to speak directly. Students’ bravery will arise if they having 
opportunity to do that in front of the class. Then they will be accustomed to do it. 
In retelling story, students will do retelling story in front of their friends, it is 
hoped this will decrease students’ nervousness in speaking English to do retelling 
story. 
Story retellings require the reader or listener to integrate and reconstruct the 
parts of a story. They reveal not only what readers or listeners remember, but also 
what they understand. Retellings build story comprehension. A wealth of research 
shows that reading aloud to young children supports specific aspects of their 
literacy development. The kinds of learning experiences that occur before, during, 
and after reading aloud have an equally important impact on literacy 




comprehension of six- to eight-year olds significantly improved when they were 
asked to retell a story after it was read to them. 
Studies by Blank and Frank (1971), Zimiles and Kuhns (1976), and 
Morrow (1984, 1985, 1986) asked children to recall sections of a text or whole 
stories and examined the instructional benefits. Each study found a significant 
improvement in oral language complexity, story comprehension, and 
understanding of story structure.  
In story retellings, readers or listeners tell what they remember about the 
story orally or through dramatization, drawing, or writing (Morrow, 
1989;Owocki, 1999). Retelling does not mean memorizing—it means recounting 
the story in the child’s own words. Retellings require children to think more 
conceptually—to look at the bigger picture—rather than answering specific 
questions about the text. Retelling also helps learners internalize information and 
concepts, such as vocabulary and story structure (Brown & Cambourne, 1987). 
The more experience children have with retelling, the more they are able to 
understand, synthesize, and infer. “Retelling is grounded in an understanding of 
the crucial role that oral language plays in both the formation and sharing of 
meaning” (Gambrell, Koskinen, &Kapinus, 1991).  
Retelling is an active process that encourages children to reconstruct the 
text; it also allows for interaction between tutor and child. When necessary, help 
the child reconstruct the meaning of the text by using open ended questions and 
lead-in to facilitate recall. For example, if a child pauses and seems confused, ask, 
What happened next? If a child needs help detailing a main character, say, Tell me 
more about this character. Prompting children’s thinking helps them understand 
that, in retellings, the whole text is more important that any of its separate parts  
Children who struggle with expressive language or memory problems may 
have difficulty retelling a story with sufficient detail. Though retelling may be 
more difficult for these children, it can still help develop their language and 
listening skills. They simply need more practice and additional time 
Besides that the research "Storytelling in the EFL Speaking Classroom" by 
Xu Jianing that published in The Internet TESL Journal Vol XII, No. 11 in 
November 2007 mention 3 reasons why storytelling recommended in speaking. 
The primary reason to recommend storytelling in the EFL speaking classroom is 
that stories are motivating and immensely interesting, can best attract listeners and 
promote communication. Secondly, stories are an enormous language treasure. 
For hundreds of years, thousands of stories have been created and passed down. 
Thirdly, the lively atmosphere and real life environment created by stories 
encourages the students to talk and discuss with each other. The material that is 
used should be interesting and easy for students to understand. So the researcher 
uses narrative text because it is easy for students to understand and the basic 
purpose of narrative is to entertain, to gain and hold a readers' interest.   
In this research the researcher use narrative text as the material. Based on 
perception in time. Narration is the telling of a story; the succession of events is 
given in chronological order. The basic purpose of narrative is to entertain, to gain 
and hold a readers' interest. However narratives can also be written to teach or 
inform, to change attitudes / social opinions e.g. soap operas and television 
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dramas that are used to raise topical issues. Narratives sequence people/characters 
in time and place but differ from recounts in that through the sequencing, the 
stories set up one or more problems, which must eventually find a way to be 
resolved. The common structure or basic plan of narrative text is known as the 
"story grammar". Although there are numerous variations of the story grammar, 
the typical elements are: Setting, Characters, Initiating event, Conflict, Events and 
Resolution 
The graphic representation of these story grammar elements is called a 
story map. The exact form and complexity of a map depends, of course, upon the 
unique structure of each narrative and the personal preference of the teacher 
constructing the map. There are many types of narratives. They can be fiction, 
non-fiction or a combination of both. They may include fairy stories, mysteries, 
science fiction, romances, horror stories, adventure stories, fables, myths and 
legends, historical narratives, ballads, slice of life, personal experience.  
The procedure of the treatment is teachers need to pay attention in class 
learning activities carried out so that students have the opportunity to practice 
speaking. Teacher can give opportunity for students to speak in classroom. It 
makes them have opportunity to speak up and accustom to speak in classroom. 
Before asking students to give oral presentation, teacher needs to give students 
sometime to prepare themselves. It is hard to them to speaking in English 
spontaneously. Teachers play an important role in setting the atmosphere in the 
classroom in order to make the activity classroom becomes effective. Speaking is 
a direct communication between the speaker and the listener. The speaker offers 
information through the oral language, while the listener tries to understand what 
the speaker intends to. The ultimate goal of speaking is to comprehend the spoken 
language. 
In Preparation, the researcher has to prepare some materials before entering 
the classroom and teaching the lesson. Preparing lesson plans and the researcher 
also prepares some equipment which supports the teaching learning process if it is 
needed. The researcher conducted pre-test to know the students pre condition of 
their speaking ability then the researcher gave the treatments twice. After giving 
two times treatment, the researcher conducted post-test in order to see the 
students’ ability in speaking.  Then the researcher is analyzing the test result. In 
the Application there are some procedures that the researcher applied, the 
procedures of treatment are as follows: The researcher tells the students about the 
learning strategy that they are going to use before the process of teaching 
learning.  Researcher does the pre activities that linked to the story. Then the 
researcher gives story then students analyze the story. Researcher gives example 
to retelling the story. When researcher does retelling story, asks students to 
answer some question. Researcher asks students to retell the story after those 
students prepare to retell the story. Student retells the story and the researcher 








In carrying out a research, it is necessary to describe the method used to 
achieve the goal. There are various kinds of method that can be applied to achieve 
the goal or purpose of the research. The appropriate method used in this research 
is pre-experimental study. Arikunto (1985:78) says that “Pre-experimental design 
is conducted by two observations. They are pre-test that given is before the 
treatment and post-test that is given after treatment”. The reason of using this 
method is to find out whether the students different score between pre-test and 
post-test on retelling story. The form of the pre-experimental study which the 
writer applies can be seen below.  
   
Pre-test Treatment Post-test 
X1 T X2 
 
Applied X1, is pre-test that is given before teaching or the treatment. The 
purposed is to know the students’ mean score before the treatment. Applied T, is 
considered as treatment given. Students do retelling story twice in the classroom. 
Applies X2, is post-test that is given after treatment. The purpose is to know the 
students’ mean score after having treatment. Compared X1 and X2 to determine 
the students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test.  In this research, test was 
conducted in two times. Before the treatment, the researcher gave the pre-test to 
know the students’ achievement before the follow the treatment. After the 
treatment, the researcher gave the students post-test to know the students’ 
achievement after they follow the treatment. 
The population of this research is two classes of the second semester 
students of the eighth grade students of SMP PGRI 4 Pontianak in Academic Year 
2013/2014 In this research, researcher use class B as the sample. The technique of 
data collecting in this research is measurement technique in collecting the data to 
know the result of the research. The researcher measured the students’ 
achievement before and after the instruction or treatment. The first test is to 
measure the students’ achievement. It is called pre- test. The second test is a test 
to examine the effect of treatment or it is called post-test. The tool of data 
collecting in this research is measurement test in form of performance test. 
Researcher used table of specification to asses students’ performance in the pre-
test and post-test. To measure the students’ mean score in test, the researcher used 






X  = the students’ mean score of pre-test and post-test 
∑  = the sum of students’ total score 
N  = the number of the students. 
To determine students’ individual score, the researcher provides standard 




FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
The researcher analyzed the data which is obtained through performance 
test. The researcher conducted pre-test and post-test. The pre-test shows the result 
of the students’ score before the treatments is being conducted and the post-test 
shows the result of the students’ score after the entire treatments process. The 
result of the pre-test and post-test can be seen as follows. 
 
Test Mean Score 
Pre Test 63.28 
Post Test 73.20 
 
The result of pre-test showed the total score of the students was 1582 and 
the mean score of the students’ score was 63.28 and the post-test was held after 
teaching or treatments. The purpose of this test is to know the students’ 
achievement. The total score of this test was 1830 and the mean score was 73.20. 
The students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test is taken based on the 
students’ mean score of post-test minus by the students’ mean score of pre-test. In 
this research, the result showed that the students’ interval of pre-test and post-test 
is 9.92. To find out the significance of the students’ interval score of pre-test and 
post-test this, the researcher applies the t-test. From the result of the computation 
above, the calculation of t-test indicates 3.92 and the t critical value 2.063. After 
having the process of describing the score of t-test, the writer describes the 




From the data analysis, the researcher wants to describe about the research 
finding of this research. Retelling Story significantly changed the students’ ability 
in speaking and definitely they were exciting this technique applied. Furthermore, 
this technique was helpful for the researcher to generate the students’ speaking 
ability. As a result, it was proved that the students’ score achievement was 
improved significantly. The mean score of the pre-test which was administered 
before the treatment was 63.28. When the treatment applied to the 25 research 
sample and the post-test was conducted, the mean score is 73.20. The score 
indicated that the students’ performance in post-test was better than in pre-test. 
In determining the significance of the research, the result of t-test was 
compared to the t-table. The finding shows that t-test was higher than t-table 
(3.92> 2.063). The researcher applied the significance of 0.05 with df 24. It 
means a significant different result between pre-test and post-test. In addition, it 
was indicated the alternative hypothesis was accepted 
Based on this finding of this research, the entire processes of treatment 
have been successfully done by the researcher during the teaching learning 
process. The processes, certainly, do not go out from the procedures of classroom 
presentation, which leads the researcher to provide this technique in teaching 
speaking, and the increasing of the students’ achievement score. The score of the 
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increased point shows us that Retelling Story might become one of the solutions 
for the teachers to improve students’ ability in speaking. 
During the two meetings treatment, the researcher found that the students 
paid attention when the researcher taught and explained the material. It was the 
first time they used the technique, although they knew how to apply the 
technique, but they never applied it in their study in class.  In the first treatment, 
the researcher explained about part of narrative text and how retell story will go. 
After the students understood how to apply the technique, the researcher asked 
students to retell the story. 
The obstacle in the first meeting was the time management. Because the 
time was not enough for all students to retell the story, so in this treatment the 
researcher used two meetings for one treatment. The other problem was when 
they listened to their friend did retelling story they became noisy because they had 
nothing to do.  
In the second treatment, in order to make students do not make noise in 
classroom, researcher asked student to correct their friend’s pronunciation. The 
noise in classroom was decreased but not completely silent. 
 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the previous chapter, the conclusion can be drawn as follows: 1) 
The use of retelling story is effective in teaching speaking. It showed by the 
students’ score of post-test is better than their score in pre-test before giving the 
treatment. The mean score of pre-test is 63.28 and the mean score of post-test is 
73.20. 2) The interval score of pre-test and post-test in the use of retelling story to 
improve students’ ability in speaking is 9.92. It means that after the students’ 
post-test result is subtracted by the students’  pre-test result and it is divided by 
the number of the students in the class, so the students’ score  could 
approximately increase 9.92 point. 3) The significant difference students’ 
achievement can also be provided by the value of t-test is higher than t-table (3.92 
>2.063). 4) The effect size of the use of retelling story to improve students’ ability 
in speaking is 1.4 (Highly criteria). 5) The use of retelling story to improve 
students’ ability in speaking at the eighth grade students of SMP PGRI 4 
Pontianak in academic year 2013/2014 has been proven effective. In other words, 





The suggestion of this writing are defined as follows: 1) Teacher should 
give a very clear instruction to the students to avoid them from being confused 
when the teacher explained the technique for the first time. 2) The scoring rubric 
that was used in this research was too complicated. For the next research it is 
better to the researcher to use simpler scoring rubric. 3) Use field note as addition 
data in next research because field note can explain something unusual from the 
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data. 4) Use appropriate recording device to record student’s performance. 5) In 
improving students’ pronunciation of word sounds in retell the story; the teacher 
should consider influence of bahasa, students’ nervousness in speaking English 
and adequate time to prepare the pronunciation of the words. 6) The researcher 
recommends the English teacher should manage the time properly in order to 
complete all activities in teaching learning process. Time management is 
important in teaching and learning process because there are some activities 
during the learning process in the research that cannot be carried out well due to 
the inadequate time. 7) The teacher should choose the materials which are closely 
related to the students’ life. The appropriate story for students is necessary to 
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